Platysma myofascial flap for reconstruction of oropharyngeal defects after transoral laser microsurgery of locally advanced carcinomas.
Transoral laser microsurgery of locally advanced carcinomas of the lateral oropharynx often results in exposure of major vessels of the neck and may be accompanied by a substantial risk of intra- and post-operative bleeding. Six patients with tonsillar cancers radiologically infiltrating the parapharyngeal space underwent ipsilateral neck dissection with temporary protection of neck vessels. While the neck remained open, transoral laser resection of the primary tumour was performed. Pharyngeal defects were subsequently closed by a superiorly based platysma myofascial flap. All tumours were completely resected. Intra- and post-operative bleeding complications requiring blood transfusion or surgical revision did not occur. None of the patients developed a cervical fistula. During a mean follow-up time of 24.8 months, no local and/or regional recurrence was observed. The described approach is oncologically safe and seems to ensure reliable protection of neck vessels during and after transoral laser resection of locally advanced oropharyngeal carcinomas, as well as to prevent fistula formation.